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for instance, when he consumes articles manufactured by
capitalists who exploit labour or colonial peoples, or when
he supports by his taxes an imperialist government. The
truly non-violent man simplifies his life and reduces his
wants so that he does not take for himself more than the
humblest of his neighbours. Besides, he is a crusader
against every form of oppression and injustice, in non-
violenlty fighting which he is prepared to lay down his
life.
It is a far cry, therefore, from pacifism to Gandhiji's
idea of non-violence. While pacifism hopes to get rid of
war, chiefly by refusing to fight and by carrying ori pro-
paganda against war, Gandhiji goes much deeper and sees
that war cannot be avoided, so long as the seeds of it
remain in man's breast and grow and develop in his social,
political and economic life. Gandhiji's cure is therefore
very radical and far-reaching. It demands nothing less
than rooting out violence from oneself and from one's
environment.
It remains to be seen whether the world will accept
Gandhiji's method. It involves much self-restraint and
renunciation, while the whole tendency under a modern
industrialized civilization is towards self-indulgence and
multiplication of wants. Western pacifists wish, as a rule,
to maintain their standard of living and are not prepared
to lower it in any way. All they seek is some way of doing
away with war, without changing in the slightest their
mode of life. They want both God and mammon. It is
hoped that this booklet will reveal to lovers of peace the
folly of this position.
To many pacifists, Gandhiji's participation in war at
various times in his life* has seemed an enigma and a
mystery. An attempt has therefore been made here to let
him explain himself in this regard as fully as possible.